COUNTY of FREDERICK

Parks and Recreation Department
540/665-5678
Fax: 540/665-9687
E-mail: fcprd@fcva.us
www.fcprd.net
To: Parks and Recreation Buildings and Grounds Committee
From: Jon Turkel, Assistant Director
Subject: Buildings and Grounds Committee Meeting
Date: July 1, 2026

The Buildings and Grounds Committee will meet at 10am on Tuesday July 7, 2026, in the Abex
Shelter of Sherando Park, Lakeside Circle, Stephens City, 22655. The agenda is as follows:

Action Item:
None

Information Items:

1. Electric Bicycles/Scooters at Sherando Park.
Staff is seeking guidance on the desirability of offering electric bicycle and
scooter rentals at Sherando Park. The department was approached by a vendor
interested in offering the rentals.

2. Peace Pole at Bowman Lake Trail
a. Staff is seeking guidance on the desirability of allowing the installation of a
peace pole at the Bowman Lake Trail. The department received a request from
the Rotary Club of Frederick County to install a peace pole at the Bowman Lake
Trail. Proposed location and information about the international Peace Pole
program are attached. (Attachment 1)

3. Sherando Park Playground Replacement
a. Staffis seeking guidance in anticipation for replacing the main Sherando Park
playground. This would include determining a playground selection committee
and general specifications to use for soliciting Request for Proposals.

4. Project Updates:
Staff will provide a summary of current projects.

Other Business
None

107 North Kent Street ¢ Winchester, Virginia 22601



Rotary Peace Pole Project
Rotary Club of Frederick County, VA

John Turkel

Federick County Parks and Recreation

John:

Per your request, please accept this letter as a proposal for the Rotary Club of Frederick
County to install a Rotary International Peace Pole at Bowman Library in Stephens City.
| am attaching information about the Peace Pole to this request for your information.
Briefly, the Peace Pole is an “internationally recognized symbol of the hopes and
dreams of the entire human family, standing vigil in silent prayer for peace on earth.”
Each Peace Pole bears the message “May Peace Prevail on Earth” in different
languages on each of its four sides. There are tens of thousands of Peace Poles in
nearly every country in the world dedicated as monuments to peace. Other Peace

Poles in our area are placed at Handley High School in Winchester and in Rose Hill
Park in Berryville, VA.

We would be honored to have a Peace Pole placed at Bowman Library.

If approved, the Rotary Club of Frederick County would pay for the Peace Pole and for
all installation costs. The location of the placement of the Peace Pole would be on the
walking path adjacent to the Bowman Library in Stephens City and is designed to
complement the walking path and not hinder access. We would ask the Winchester
Star to cover the dedication of the Peace Pole to garner public awareness and
support. If approved, we would like to install the Peace Pole this summer, with a formal
dedication on International Day of Peace (September 21).

Thank Youl!

Dave Compton, Rotary Club of Frederick County
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HANDBOOK

‘MAY PEACE PREVAIL

How to make a mark with a peace pole

CANBERRA

ROTARY PEACE POLE PROJECT

With a blinding flash, a 900-foot-wide fireball exploded above Hiroshima, Japan, in August 1945. Along with a second atomic
bomb dropped a few days later in Nagasaki, the attack led to the deaths of hundreds of thousands of people, ended World War
11, and reshaped the nature of war and peace. A decade later, the Japanese spiritual teacher, philosopher, and poet Masahisa Goi
began spreading the message "May peace prevail on Earth." As peace gatherings grew, supporters began handing out posters,
stickers, and literature carrying Goi’s simple yet profound message. In the 1970s, people began inscribing the phrase on poles,
and today, more than 250,000 peace poles exist in such locations as the remote Canadian arctic and the pyramids of Giza in
Egypt (as well as Rotary headquarters in Evanston, Illinois).

Rotary members around the world have dedicated many such poles in parks and public spaces. In Australia, the Rotary Club of
Canberra Burley Griffin led an effort to plant 100 peace poles at 100 schools leading up to the 100th anniversary of Rotary’s
presence in Australia in 2021

Each pole dedicated in that campaign has its own story. In Brisbane, an octagonal pole carries the message of peace in the
languages of a cohort of Rotary Peace Fellows studying at the University of Queensland. A series of peace poles sponsored by
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And Rotary members didn't stop there: As of May, 348 peace poles had been planted by Rotary clubs through the initiative in
every state and territory in the country.
https://magazine rotary.org/rotary/august_2024/MobilePagedArticle.action?articleld=1998528#articleld 1998528 12
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How did they do it? To find out, we spoke with Michael Rabey, a member of the Canberra Burley Griffin club who coordinated
the effort. He has these tips for Rotary clubs interested in dedicating a peace pole.

1 Plck a school or other public location

Australian Rotary members decided to site their poles at primary schools, targeting students around 11-12 years old to
participate. They work with schools to find a location at an assembly point or in a garden where playful kids won't bump into it.
“The poles shouldn’t be hidden away; they should be in a public place;’ Rabey advises.

2 Choose which languagaes to feature

In English, the peace poles bear the message "May peace prevail on Earth" In Australia, Rotary members worked with school
leaders to select additional languages to feature on the poles, based on languages spoken by students and teachers.

Many schools wanted to inscribe their local Indigenous language, which led to an unexpected outcome of the project: It created
cultural bridges since Rotary clubs had to reach out to Indigenous communities for language guidance. A school in Canberra, for
example, wanted to include the Ngunnawal language on its pole, but these words didn’t exist. So, Rabey says, club members
worked with elders and decided to inscribe the phrase "Dreaming strong on Ngunnawal land" instead.

3 Order your peace pole

The cost and source vary by location; see peacepoleproject.org for details. The poles in Australia include panels with the history
of the peace pole movement and the names of the sponsoring Rotary clubs with Rotary branding.

4 Hold a dedication ceremony

In Australia, many Rotary clubs and schools hold ceremonies at their peace poles annually on the International Day of Peace, 21
September. "We didn’t want these peace poles to be just sticks in the ground that didn’t mean anything;" Rabey says. A college in
Tasmania developed a suggested template in which student participants deliver a peace pole history and read the peace
message in each of the languages displayed. The ceremony often includes words attributed to the sixth century B.C. Chinese
philosopher Laozi:

If there is to be peace in the world,

there must be peace between nations,

If there is to be peace between nations,
'there must be peace between cities,

If there is to be peace between cities,
there must be peace between neighbors,
If there is to be peace between neighbors,
there must be peace in the home,

If there is to be peace in the home,

there must be peace in the heart.

It's timeless wisdom, Rabey says, pointing to today’s problems, for instance, with domestic violence and cyberbullying. "It’s
about world peace;" he says, "but it's about peace at home, too."
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